
Attachment # 6 

Extracts from: Criminal Code / Acts Interpretation Act / Constitution 



 

 

Acts Interpretation Act 1901 – Section 15A – Construction of Acts to be subject to Constitution   

 

Every Act shall be read and construed subject to the Constitution, and so as not to exceed the legislative 

power of the Commonwealth, to the intent that where any enactment thereof would, but for this section, 

have been construed as being in excess of that power, it shall nevertheless be a valid enactment to the 

extent to which it is not in excess of that power. 

 

Constitution – Section 109 – Inconsistency of Laws  

When a law of a State is inconsistent with a law of the Commonwealth, the latter shall prevail, and the 

former shall, to the extent of the inconsistency, be invalid.  

This is in contradiction to the belief that modern laws override older laws.  

The Constitution is the foundation from which statutes are to be constructed.  

The construction of any building must conform to the limits imposed by it’s foundation, or else the building 

will collapse.  

Unabated statute laws would also lead to chaos and destruction if the Constitution didn’t lay the ground 

rules to govern their creation. 

 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/aia1901230/s15a.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/coaca430/s109.html

